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Abstract

Taiwan is located at the west coast of Pacific Ocean. The sea-bed topology in the east coast of
Taiwan is characterized by a steep slope so that the water depth reaches nearly one thousand me-
ters just about several kilometers off the coast. Therefore, the east coast of Taiwan is considered to
be one of the best locations to obtain deep ocean water in the world. In viewing of the develop-
ment of deep ocean water industry in USA and Japan since 1980s, and already resulting in a cer-
tain level of output values, the Taiwan government has initiated and embarked the development
starting 2005. However, after ten-year development, it has only reached a few fractions of its ex-
pected output values, mainly due to the failure of water-capturing systems in the governmental
sector. Despite of the setbacks, the facilities constructed in the civilian sectors have been running
well, and there are now three well-developed companies in the Hualian county. Through a serious
consideration, the deep ocean water community has decided to activate a second phase develop-
ment, with a backup of a special budget allocated by the government to boost the industry. The
purpose of this article is to discuss the current development of deep ocean water in Taiwan, in-
cluding the issues encountered, the on-going project themes, and the strategy for the near future
development. We hope that through international cooperation with Japan and Korea under the
supports of MOU and interchanging experiences, the development of deep ocean water industry
in Taiwan may reach fruitful results in the years to come.
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